Galatians 1:1–10

Galatians 1:1–10
1. Name the leading cities of Galatia where churches
were established by the Apostle Paul (1:2):
•
•
•
•

Antioch
Iconium
Lystra
Derbe

(See: Acts 13:14–16:8; 18:23; cf. 2:10)

http://www.jesuswalk.com/galatians/0_introduction.htm

Galatians 1:1–10
2. How was Paul made an apostle? (1:1)
• “Not of men…” that is, not representing other men, as men
(Hebrews 2:1–4). Paul represented the Son of God, as the
Christ, the Lord, the King of Kings (Galatians 1:10–12).
• “Neither by man…” nor do I claim to derive authority from a
man, Paul was not an Apostle once–removed (Acts 1:4–8,
21–22; 8:16–21; Galatians 1:15–19).
• “But by Jesus Christ…” I am as much an Apostle as any of the
Twelve are (2 Corinthians 11:5; 12:11; Galatians 2:6).
• “And God the Father…” my Apostleship is according to the will
and grace of God (1 Corinthians 15:8–11; Romans 15:18–19;
Ephesians 3:8).

Galatians 1:1–10
3. Why did Christ give Himself “for our sins”? (1:4)
• “That He might deliver us…” to rescue (Acts 23:7), to
release (Acts 7:34), to deliver (Acts 7:10).
• “From this present evil world…” either its final destruction
(2 Peter 3:7–14), or its servitude and bondage (Galatians
1:9–10; 3:13–14; 4:9; 5:1–2; 6:14). The latter is more in
keeping with the theme of the book.
• “According to the will of God, and our Father…” It is the
will of God that men believe (1 Corinthians 1:21); repent
(2 Peter 3:9) and live holy lives (1 Thessalonians 4:3). This
is Paul’s sentiment here (Galatians 2:16–21).

Galatians 1:1–10
4. What had some brethren in Galatia done with the
Gospel? (1:6–7).
• “Ye are so soon removed from Him that called you…” in
the sense of changing sides or allegiance. They had
exchanged the true Gospel for a man–pleasing lie (Jude 7;
cf. Galatians 1:10).
• “Unto another Gospel…” One of a different kind, not the
same (cf. Matthew 6:24; as in 2 Corinthians 11:4b).
• “Which is not another…” One of the same kind (lit. “not
different,” the opposite of 2 Corinthians 11:4a).

Galatians 1:1–10
4. What had some brethren in Galatia done with the
Gospel? (1:6–7).
• “But there be some that trouble you…” to agitate, stir up,
like water (John 5:4). Used to signify agitation of mind and
heart (Matthew 2:3; John 11:33; Acts 17:8). How does one
trouble in the church? Believe, practice and encourage
others to accept error (Acts 15:24; Galatians 5:10).
• “And would pervert the Gospel…” that is, to “transmute,”
change in form, nature, or substance into its opposite (cf.
Acts 2:20; James 4:9). A perverted Gospel is not of Christ,
of God or from heaven. It cannot deliver, call into grace, or
bring us into communion with God.

Galatians 1:1–10
5. Joseph Smith claimed than an angel appeared to
him in 1823 with a new revelation, The Book of
Mormon Another Testament of Jesus Christ. What
should Smith have told the angel?
• “8But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any
other gospel unto you than that which we have preached
unto you, let him be accursed. 9 As we said before, so say I
now again, If any man preach any other gospel unto you
than that ye have received, let him be accursed.” We must
“try the spirits” whether of men or of angels (1 John 4:1; 2
Peter 2:1–2; 1 Timothy 4:1–3; 1 Thessalonians 5:21;
Revelation 2:2; cf. Jeremiah 29:8; Matthew 24:4–5, 24)

Galatians 1:1–10
6. What are the consequences of changing the
Gospel of Christ? (1:6‐9)
• Removed from Christ (1:6; cf. Jude 4)
• Trouble brethren, agitation (1:7; 5:10; cf. Acts 15:24)
• ANATHEMA (1:8–9; cf. Romans 9:3; 1 Corinthians 16:22)
• Unbelievers are pleased (1:10; cf. 1 Thessalonians 2:4)
• You cannot be the servant of Christ (1:10; cf. 1 John 4:6)

Galatians 1:1–10
7. What happens when we try to please men? (1:10)
• “For do I now persuade men, or God?” In Paul’s former life
he sought authority from men to please men (Acts 8:1 and
22:20; cf. 9:1–2). However, now he was concerned only
with God’s will and pleasing Him (2:11; 5:11, 6:12; cf. Acts
16:3; 1 Timothy 1:13;
• “Or do I seek to please men?” If Paul wanted the approval
of the Circumcision, he was going about getting it in the
wrong way. Paul is questioning their motives and making
the case for his own. Would a rational man behave as he
did for what he knew to be false?
• “For if I yet pleased men, I should not be the servant of
Christ.” Paul frames the controversy as having eternal
consequences (5:1–8; cf. Philippians 3:1–3; Romans 2:25–
29; Titus 1:10–11).

Galatians 1:1–10
8. Who called the Galatians “into the grace of
Christ”? (1:6)
• “From Him that called you …” God, not Paul, had called
them into grace by faith in the Gospel (2 Thessalonians
2:13–14; Galatians 5:4–13).
• The power is in the message not the messenger (Romans
1:16–17; 1 Corinthians 1 :18–24).
• The spiritual warrior wields the spiritual sword (Ephesians
6:17; 2 Corinthians 10:3–5; Hebrews 4:10–12; cf. Jeremiah
10:3; Matthew 3:10).
• One is not removed from a preacher; he is removed from
God and Christ (1:9–10).

Today’s Take Aways
1. Spiritual authority is derived through Christ––not
an angel, not other men, not another message.
2. God alone is the fountainhead of grace and peace.
3. Jesus died to free us from evil: an evil world, evil
men, evil works & the evil one.
4. Another gospel is not another, it’s just “bad news”.
5. The only One you must please is God.

Galatians 1:11–24

Galatians 1:11–24
1. How did Paul receive the Gospel? (1:11–12)
• “The gospel which was preached of me is not after man...”
It did not originate with men; it is a plan as would not even
arise in the hearts of men (1 Corinthians 1:18; 2:8–9).
• “For I neither received it of man…” Paul did not receive a
gift, commission, or appointment from the Twelve (Acts
9:15–16; 22:14–15; 26:16–18; 1 Corinthians 15:3) .
• “Neither was I taught it…” Furthermore, he did not sit at
their feet for instruction. He was taught by the Holy Spirit
(1 Corinthians 2:13; Ephesians 3:3–4).
• “But by the revelation of Jesus Christ...” Paul’s claim is for a
Gospel that was heaven sent and heaven confirmed.

Galatians 1:11–24
2. How did the Galatians come to know about Paul’s
past? (1:13–14)
• For ye have heard of my conversation in time past in the
Jews' religion…”
• “How that beyond measure I persecuted the church of
God, and wasted it…”
• And profited in the Jews' religion above many my equals
in mine own nation, being more exceedingly zealous of
the traditions of my fathers.

Galatians 1:11–24
3. In what NT passages do we read about Paul’s
conversion?
• Acts 9:1–19

• 2 Corinthians 12:1–11

• Acts 22:1–22

• Galatians 1:11–17

• Acts 26:1–32

• Ephesians 3:7–12

• Romans 7:7–8:4

• Philippians 3:3–11

• Romans 15:15–21

• 1 Timothy 1:8–16

• 1 Corinthians 9:15–27

• 2 Timothy 1:8–13

• 1 Corinthians 15:8–11

• Titus 3:3–8

Galatians 1:11–24
4. How did Paul “advance” or “profit above” in
Judaism? (1:14)
• “And profited in the Jews' religion…” literally, “to drive
forward,” figuratively of the advancement of time
(Romans 13:12), the progress of individuals (Luke 2:52),
the increase of evil among men (2 Timothy 2:16; 3:9, 13).
• “Above many my equals in mine own nation…” Paul’s
peers, not the estate of the elders (Acts 22:5). There is no
reason to believe Paul was a member of the Sanhedrin.
• “Being more exceedingly zealous of the traditions of my
fathers...” (Acts 23:6; 26:5; Philippians 3:5).

Galatians 1:11–24
5. How did Paul show his zeal for Judaism? (1:13)
• “Being more exceedingly zealous...” that is, more
superabundantly, more earnest. Paul was a real, sincere
zealot for Judaism (Acts 23:6; 26:5; Philippians 3:5).
• “Of the traditions of my fathers…” Paul was a pure blood
son of Abraham, descended from royalty (ibid.).
• “Concerning zeal, persecuting the church…” (Acts 26:9–
11; cf. Philippians 3:6). Paul believed Jesus to be a fraud
and a blasphemer, and His followers deluded, deceived
and dangerous (Acts 22:4; 1 Corinthians 15:9).
• “Touching the righteousness which is in the law,
blameless…” Paul was a beard wearing, pork abstaining,
sabbath–keeping Pharisee the son of a Pharisee, a Hebrew
of Hebrews (Philippians 3:4–7).

Galatians 1:11–24
6. How did God call Paul? How does He call us? (1:13)
• “But when it pleased God…” Paul refers to God’s eternal
purpose (Ephesians 1:5, 9). However, Paul was not personally,
irrevocably and irresistibly chosen (1 Timothy 1:12–15; cf. 2:4).
• “Who separated me from my mother's womb…” God knows all
things and all men from their conception (Jeremiah 1:5; Isaiah
49:1, 5; Acts 22:14–15).
• “And called me by his grace…” The call to salvation came
through the “word of His grace,” the Gospel (Acts 22:16; 14:3;
20:32). The grace of God is manifested in the Gospel (John
1:17). We enter grace through faith (Romans 5:2; cf. Acts
18:27). However, Paul is probably referring to His apostleship,
not his conversion to Christ.

Galatians 1:11–24
7. How long did Paul wait after his conversion before
going to Jerusalem? Why wait so long? (1:16–19)
• “To reveal his Son in me, that I might preach him among the
heathen…” Paul is concerned about His apostleship to the
Gentiles (Acts 22:21; 26:17). You and I are not called directly in
this manner as was Paul (Acts 22:14–15).
• “Then after three years I went up to Jerusalem to see Peter, and
abode with him fifteen days...” After Paul’s initial conversion he
sojourned in Arabia for about three years and returned to
Damascus (Acts 9:19–22). This would have been in 37 AD (2
Corinthians 11:33).
• “But other of the apostles saw I none, save James the Lord's
brother.” Probably James the Less (John 19:35; Matthew 13:55),
but many think not.

SUMMARY of the LIFE of PAUL
as per GALATIANS

~DATE

PARALLEL ACCOUNT ELSEWHERE in NT

In times past (1:13–14)

<34 AD

Acts 7–9; 26:9–12; Philippians 3:4–6

Conversion (1:15)

34 AD

Acts 9:1–18; 22:1–16; 26:13–19

In Arabia (1:16–17)

34 AD

After Acts 9:19–22

Damascus (1:18)

37 AD* Acts 9:23–25; 1 Corinthians 11:33

Jerusalem (1:18–20)

37 AD

Acts 9:26–28; 22:17–21
Acts 9:29–30; 1 Timothy 1:12–13

Syria & Cilicia (1:21)

Acts 11:19–26

Antioch (1:21)

40 AD

Judean Relief (omitted)

43 AD* Acts 11:27–30; 12:25

2nd Jerusalem (omitted)

44 AD* Acts 12:25; (8:1; 9:32)

Paul’s account in Galatians is not intended to be complete or full, without omissions;
it is intended to prove the point: “But by the revelation of Jesus Christ.”

Galatians 1:11–24
8. What was known about Paul among the churches
in Syria and Cilicia concerning Paul? (1:20–22)
• “Now the things which I write unto you, behold, before
God, I lie not...” Paul binds himself under an oath as a true
witness (Exodus 20:7; Leviticus 19:12; cf. Romans 9:1)
• “Afterwards I came into the regions of Syria and Cilicia…”
including Damascus, Tyre and Sidon. Paul’s history there is
limited (Acts 9:19–30; 11:25) The Romans at times
included Judea in Syria. However, Paul makes clear…
• “And was unknown by face unto the churches of Judaea
which were in Christ…” Paul was unknown to the Judean
churches until the Judean relief in 45 AD (Acts 11:27–30).

Galatians 1:11–24
9. What did other Christians think when they heard
that Paul was preaching the Gospel?
• “But they had heard only…” This could refer to Judea as
well (Acts 9:31–32). Paul’s return to Tarsus would have
impacted Christians and Jews alike.
• “That he which persecuted us in times past now
preacheth the faith which once he destroyed...” This
would have been the record that Peter and James would
have born of Paul.
• “And they glorified God in me…” One of the greatest
testimonies to the veracity of the Gospel is the conversion
of Saul of Tarsus (1 Timothy 1:12–16).

Today’s Take Aways
1. The Gospel is for men, but not from men.
2. There is no one beyond the reach of God’s grace.
3. We may need to change our ways, our religion, our
opinions in order to please God.
4. Conversion does not require consultation.
5. There is a strong probability that serving God may
be much more difficult than not serving Him.
6. When a sinner repents and serves God the rest of
us ought to give God the glory.

Galatians 2:1–10
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SUMMARY of the LIFE of PAUL
as per GALATIANS

~DATE

At the first… (4:13–15)

45 AD

Acts 13:13–14:26

Fourteen years after (2:1)

51 AD

Acts 15:1–4

By revelation… (2:2)

51 AD

Acts 15:6

PARALLEL ACCOUNT ELSEWHERE in NT

Titus…with me (2:3)

Omitted (15:2; cf. Acts 11:20–26)

False brethren (2:4)

“Sect of the Pharisees” (Acts 15:5)

Added nothing… (2:4–6)

Acts 15:7–19

Right hands… (2:7–9)

Acts 15:25

Peter came (2:11–16)

51 AD

After Acts 15:33 before 15:36

Paul’s account in Galatians is not intended to be complete or full, without omissions;
it is intended to prove the point: “But by the revelation of Jesus Christ.”

Galatians 2:1–10
1. Who did Paul take with him to Jerusalem? Why?
(Galatians 2:1)
• “Barnabas” had been Paul’s champion from the beginning
(Acts 9:27). He was Paul’s close working associate (Acts
11:22–26). He and Paul went together on the first
preaching trip (Acts 13:2). He was present for all the
controversy at Antioch (Acts 15:1–2). He was a man of
influence in the Jerusalem church, and among the
Apostles (Acts 4:36). He was more than capable of bearing
witness to the church (Acts 15:6; Deuteronomy 17:6;
19:15; Hebrews 10:28; Matthew 18:16; 2 Corinthians 13:1;
1 Timothy 5:19; John 8:17).

Galatians 2:1–10
1. Who did Paul take with him to Jerusalem? Why?
(Galatians 2:1)
• “Titus with me also...” Titus was an uncircumcised Greek
who had believed on Jesus (cf. Acts 15:1, 5). When and
where is not specified in the NT, and the circumstances
related by Paul in Galatians 2 are not recorded elsewhere
(cf. Acts 11:19–21). His presence in Jerusalem is accounted
for in Acts 15:2 in the phrase “and certain other of them.”
In light of the Galatian letter, the presence of Titus was
obviously intended to establish a precedent and allow
Paul at some later time when necessary argue, just as he
does in Galatians. “But neither Titus” (v. 3) is clearly a
logical progression of the statement in verse two.

Galatians 2:1–10
2. Why did Paul preach in a private meeting with the
influential people? (Galatians 2:2)
• “But privately…” The exact timing of the private meeting is
sometimes disputed. Acts 15:6 seems best to correspond
with Paul’s statement in Galatians 2:2. There is no
evidence that the Twelve were ever out of agreement on
the Truth, though it was a possibility (Acts 1:25). However,
there were others of “reputation” besides them, these
men would need to be assessed, instructed and corrected
if necessary (1 Timothy 5:19). The best scenario is that
Paul and Barnabas rehearsed their journey among the
Gentiles with the whole church which was occasion for
the Judaizers to complain (Acts 15:3–5). After which there
was the private meeting (15:6).

Galatians 2:1–10
2. Why did Paul preach in a private meeting with the
influential people? (Galatians 2:2–6)
• “Them which were of reputation...” The word
“reputation” is not used as a pejorative. Literally, “to be
accounted.” Paul simply recognizes that in the eyes of the
church these men were held in esteem (1 Thessalonians
5:13). This meeting included the Apostles and elders of
the Jerusalem church (Acts 15:6). It is important to
recognize Paul was not summoned by the other Apostles,
neither was he deputized by the church at Antioch (Acts
15:2–3; cf. Galatians 2:2). The meeting at Jerusalem was
called by the Holy Spirit and conducted according to His
instruction (cf. Acts 10:19–20). Paul is seeking to avoid
division (1 Timothy 6:4; Romans 12:3).

Galatians 2:1–10
2. Why did Paul preach in a private meeting with the
influential people? (Galatians 2:2–6)
• “Communicated that Gospel which I preach...” Again, Paul
does not make new revelation; he is laying out the shared
ground which he, Peter, and the other Apostles, occupy.
No doubt much of what he will write to Galatia and Rome
was discussed in order to unify the brethren (Romans
14:1–12; 15:1–3; Galatians 2:15–20; 5:1–6).
• “Lest by any means I should run…in vain.” What Paul
feared was anything other than a united front against this
heresy. Division was a real possibility (Acts 15:24). Paul
accomplished his purpose (Acts 15:25).

Galatians 2:1–10
3. What would make one a “false brother”?
(Galatians 2:4)
• “And that because of false brethren...” The attempt at
compelling Titus to be circumcised was the matter at
hand.
• “Who came in privily…” Paul says they were brought in
“unawares” and “privily to spy.” By which terms Paul
means that these brethren had truly formed a faction and
remained within the church at Jerusalem and were
sending their agents elsewhere for the single intent of
making disciples (Acts 15:2, 5, 24; Galatians 5:7–8; 12–14).
It is possible to be confused, mistaken and wrong while
remaining honest; but these men were hardened against
the Truth (Galatians 2:5, 14; 3:1; 4:16–18; 5:7).

Galatians 2:1–10
4. What “liberty” have we in Christ? (Galatians 2:4)
• “Our liberty which we have in Christ...” It certainly is not a
liberty to do anything we might desire (Galatians 5:13).
Rather, we are free from the yoke of bondage
engendered by the Law of Moses (Galatians 5:1; Acts
13:39; Romans 8:3).
• “Bring us into bondage…” The bondage into which the
Law of Moses brings men is bondage unto sin, slavery to
sin, from which we cannot escape through works
(Galatians 5:3–6; cf. Colossians 2:16–23). It was the
necessary consequence of this error that men were fallen
from grace (Galatians 5:4), removed (1:6), anathema (1:9).

Galatians 2:1–10
5. How long did Paul bear with these false brethren?
(Galatians 2:5)
• “To whom we gave place by subjection, no, not for an
hour...” Do not misunderstand; Paul was patient and
longsuffering with his brethren, even those that were
overtaken in error (Galatians 6:1–5). However, he was not
a compromiser, he did not seek “a middle path” (Acts
15:28–29).
• “That the truth of the Gospel might continue with you…”
Compromise weakens the Truth. It takes away our liberty
in Christ and brings us back into bondage to sin.
Compromise necessarily “frustrates” the grace of God
making Christ dead in vain (Galatians 2:21).

Galatians 2:1–10
6. Explain: “God accepteth no man’s person”?
(Galatians 2:6)
• “But of these who seemed to be somewhat...” Paul is not
being derisive (Galatians 2:2). That would be hypocritical
and counter–productive. Keep in mind his stated purpose
from 1:11–12. He was in his own words “the least” (1
Corinthians 15:9; Ephesians 3:8), “nothing” (2 Corinthians
12:11; “before a blasphemer, and a persecutor, and
injurious” (1 Timothy 1:13).
• “God accepteth no man's person…” Paul is setting aside an
irrational objection based upon seniority, perceived
superiority of qualifications, age, experience or any number
of things. “God is no respecter of persons” (Acts 10:34;
Romans 2:11; Ephesians 6:9; Colossians 3:25; 1 Peter 1:17)

Galatians 2:1–10
6. Explain: “God accepteth no man’s person”?
• “for they…in conference added nothing to me...” The
Twelve, in particular, but James and the elders as well,
concurred with Paul. There was no “daylight between
them” on this matter. There was only one Gospel for both
Jews and Gentiles (Acts 15:7–11; Romans 3:28–30).
• “But contriwise…” Instead of adding to Paul, which would
be the affect of the Judaizing teaching (Acts 15:1, 5), the
Apostles and elders stood with him in rejecting
circumcision and the ordinances of the law (Acts 15:23,
28–29; cf. Romans 14:2–6; 1 Corinthians 8:1–13).

Galatians 2:1–10
7. What is “the Gospel to the uncircumcised”? Are
there two Gospels.
• “They saw that the gospel of the uncircumcision was
committed unto me.” Paul is referring to two spheres of
operation and not two distinct messages. In the first place
that contradicts the context (Galatians 1:6–9, notice
“we”). Second, it cannot be harmonized with other
statements (Ephesians 4:5, 13; 2 Corinthians 11:4; etc.).
Paul was specifically chosen to minister among the
Gentiles (Acts 26:16–18; 22:21; 9:15; Romans 11:13;
15:16; 1 Timothy 2:7; 2 Timothy 1:11). However, he
preached the same in every church (1 Corinthians 4:17),
which necessarily implies Jerusalem when he preached
there (Acts 15:25).

Galatians 2:1–10
8. Who was the Apostle “of the circumcision”?
• “He that wrought effectually in Peter to the apostleship of
the circumcision.” God chose Peter to open the doors of
the church to the Jews (Acts 2:14) and the Gentiles (Acts
15:7). Consider the following: (1) Peter had been the
choice from the beginning (Matthew 16:18); (2) He was a
natural choice as he was perhaps closest to Jesus (John
21:15–22); (3) He was the perfect choice based on the role
he later played here (Acts 10:14–16, 20, 28, 34–35; 11:7–
12; 15:7–11). (4) Peter was as much in need of grace as
any man ever was (1 Peter 4:10; 5:10, 12; 2 Peter 3:18).
Who better than Peter?

Galatians 2:1–10
9. How would we give “the right hands of fellowship”
today?
• “Perceived the grace that was given unto me.” Before
fellowship is acknowledged to another, it should be
determined whether or not fellowship with God exists.
There can be no fellowship between men that do not have
fellowship with God (1 John 1:5–7; 2 John 9).
• “They gave to me and Barnabas the right hands of
fellowship…” This was a not fellowship within the local
church, but among brethren in general (1 Peter 2:17; cf.
Acts 9:27; 15:23; 1 Corinthians 16:3; 2 Corinthians 3:1).

Galatians 2:1–10
10. In what way should we “remember the poor”?
• “They would that we should remember the poor.” How
Paul instructed the Galatian churches to do this? He gave
them the same instructions as the churches of Macedonia
and Achaia (1 Corinthians 16:1–3)?
• “The same which I also was forward to do…” The word
“forward” means “to use speed, be prompt or earnest”
(1 Thessalonians 2:17; 2 Timothy 4:9, 21; Titus 3:12;
Hebrews 4:11; 2 Peter 1:10; 3:14). We need to understand
the importance of prompt action on our part in addressing
the known needs of the saints.

Today’s Take Aways
1. When Paul is talking about himself, he’s not talking
about himself.
2. Acts 15 is the historical background for Galatians 2.
3. Acts 15 demonstrates the principle of Galatians
1:8–9 & establishes a biblical hermeneutic.
4. Paul’s actions regarding Titus and Timothy
respecting circumcision are rooted in the same
principle (1 Corinthians 9:22; Romans 15:1–2).
5. The Grace of the Gospel is unto all without respect
of persons (Galatians 2:6; Acts 10:34; 15:9).
6. There is only one Gospel for both Jew & Gentile.

Galatians 2:11–21

Galatians 2:11–21
1. Why did Paul rebuke Peter?
• “I withstood him to the face…” Paul did not condemn Peter to
others; he did not expect others to do what was his
responsibility to do; neither did he ignore what Peter did.
Further, his rebuke of Peter was a public as His sin (2:14), for
the benefit of those who were influenced by Peter’s actions
(2:13).
• “Because he was to be blamed…” that is, “at fault,” wrong,
guilty of sin (2:11). Peter did what he knew was wrong, had
taught was wrong and set the precedent against (Acts 10:28–
29; 11:2–3).
• “The other Jews dissembled with him…” committed hypocrisy
with Peter when men came from James (2:13).

Galatians 2:11–21
1. Why did Paul rebuke Peter?
• “I saw that they walked not uprightly according to the
truth of the Gospel…” Peter’s actions were not just
inconsistent with his own past example, but they were
contrary to a spiritual precedent which he by the Holy
Spirit had established (Acts 10:47–48; 11:17–18; 15:7–9).
Had Paul not rebuked Peter at the time, there would be
no basis upon which he could contend “if we or an angel
from heaven…any man preach any other Gospel…let him
be accursed” (Galatians 1:8–9).

Galatians 2:11–21
2. How could we commit the same sin as Peter
today?
• Consider:
• Respect of persons (Acts 10:34; cf. James 2:1–13)
• Judging one’s brother (Romans 14:10)
• Compelling more than Christ requires (Galatians 2:3)
• Giving consent to what we know is wrong (2:12)
• Encouraging others to join us in sin (2:13)
• Special pleading (2:14)

Galatians 2:11–21
3. Was there a chance of division when Paul rebuked
Peter?
• “He withdrew and separated himself…” Peter had already
instigated division. By his actions the Spirit says he was
shunning and excluding the Gentiles and the Jews that ate
with them. Paul was opposing division not causing it.
• “Fearing them which were of the circumcision…” Peter’s
actions are clearly an example of one pleasing men above
pleasing God (Galatians 1:10). Paul’s actions are designed
to save Peter, Barnabas, the Jews of the circumcision and
any others adversely influenced by them. He is pleasing
Christ by doing so (Luke 17:3).

Galatians 2:11–21
3. Was there a chance of division when Paul rebuked
Peter?
• “Carried away…” Paul’s responsibility (and ours) is to
uphold truth. God is responsible for the consequences.
Acts 15:24 states, “Certain which went out from us have
troubled you with words, subverting your souls…to whom
we gave no such commandment.” Those causing the
trouble are those who teach words without Apostolic
authority. When truth is taught with the genuine objective
of saving a man’s soul the results are just exactly what
God desires (1 John 2:19).

Galatians 2:11–21
4. What affect did Peter’s sin have on other people?
• “And the other Jews dissembled likewise with him;
insomuch that Barnabas also was carried away with their
dissimulation.” We have influence for good and for ill.
Several things need to be remembered:
• No man is infallible, except Christ (1 Timothy 5:19–20).
• Peer pressure is a very real thing (Acts 11:3).
• Prejudice is difficult to overcome (Romans 14:13).
• Grace is the great equalizer (Romans 3:23).

Galatians 2:11–21
5. How are we justified by “the faithfulness of Christ”?
• “Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the
law…” Here Paul state his thesis. Right standing with God,
justification, cannot be obtained through the works of the
Law (explain), but only through the faith of Christ.
• “But by the faith of Jesus Christ...” (KJV). Many versions
follow the ASV “faith in Christ…” NET has “the faithfulness
of Christ…” The only possible sense in which this is true
would be that of Isaiah 52:13 and Philippians 2:7. Only one
other place where possible Romans 3:3. (I think this is a
very labored and unjustifiable translation that lends itself
to the false doctrine of the imputation of the personal
righteousness of Christ).

Galatians 2:11–21
5. How are we justified by “the faithfulness of Christ”?
• “But by the faith of Jesus Christ...” Paul speaks of the
objective faith of Christ, meaning the Gospel (cf. Galatians
2:20, 3:23; Romans 1:5, 3:22; Ephesians 3:11–12, 4:13;
Philippians 3:9) which produces subjective faith unto
justification (Galatians. 2:16; 3:11, 26; Romans 1:16–17,
3:28; 5:1–2; 2 Corinthians 5:7; Philippians 3:9).
• “Even we have believed in Jesus Christ…” The Gospel, the
Faith, points men to Jesus as the ground or the basis of
justification; therefore we have believed in Jesus that we
might be justified by the faith of Christ, not His personal
faith, but the faith once revealed.

Galatians 2:11–21
6. To what “law” does Peter refer in Galatians 2:16?
• “Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the
law...” (1) Context: The law being discussed in Acts 15 was
“the Law of Moses…” (2) Question: What law required
circumcision, days, came 430 years after the promise, was
added because of transgression, had the purpose of
bringing us to Christ, distinguished between Jew and
Gentile? (3) Practically: Name a law other than Moses’ that
could possibly be considered as a ground for justification
before God? It is the only law given by God of which we
have any detailed record.

Galatians 2:11–21
7. How could Paul build again the things he
destroyed?
• “For if I build again the things which I destroyed…” Paul
destroyed the old man of sin when he was united with
Christ in water baptism (Romans 6:6). If he were to return
to the Law, he must needs depart from Christ (Galatians
5:1–6; cf. 1:6).
• “I make myself a transgressor.” In the first place, by
forsaking Christ (Hebrews 10:29); in the next, by being cut
off from grace (Galatians 5:4).

Galatians 2:11–21
7. How could Paul build again the things he
destroyed?
• “For I through the law am dead to the law, that I might live
unto God.” Paul affirms that the Law itself convinced him
that he should seek Christ apart from the Law: (1) the
simple function of the Law (Romans 7:9–10); (2) the
institution of sacrifice (Hebrews 10:1–4). (3) the types and
shadows of the Law (Colossians 2:17); (4) the promise that
the Law would give way to a new covenant (Jeremiah
31:31; Hebrews 8:7–13).

Galatians 2:11–21
8. How was Paul crucified with Christ?
• “I am crucified with Christ…” Jesus said the disciple must
“take up his cross,” that is, “lose his life” by following
Christ. We are put to death to sin and made alive unto
righteousness in water baptism (Romans 6:11–13).
• “Nevertheless I live; yet not I…” Paul was not physically
crucified, though he had been stoned, beaten and bitten.
Yet, he was dead to sin and alive unto God, by Jesus Christ
(6:19–23).
• Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh
I live by the faith…” Paul’s walk was according to the faith,
the truth of the Gospel, not after the Law (Galatians 5:18).

Galatians 2:11–21
8. How was Paul crucified with Christ?
• “The Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for
me…” Paul understands that the Gospel is personal. In 1:4,
Christ gave Himself “to deliver us.” Yet, here in 2:20, Paul
confesses that Jesus “gave Himself for me.” Two points
stand out from that: (1) From God’s perspective, no one is
lost in the mass of humanity. Redemption is not wholesale.
If there were no other sinner, Jesus would die for me. (2)
From my perspective, it is my sins, not anyone else’s that
put Christ on the cross. It will not do to look around and
judge others worse than yourself. Christ died for me and
because of me.

Galatians 2:11–21
9. How did Christ live in Paul?
• “Christ liveth in me …” Certainly not bodily, as an
incarnation or a possession. Not representatively, through
an “indwelling” of the Holy Spirit (Ephesians 3:16–17).
• “And the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith
of the Son of God…” Rather, Christ lived in Paul, and
necessarily in each of us, to the extent we are governed by
His Gospel (Colossians 3:16; Ephesians 5:18–19).

Galatians 2:11–21
10. How could one “frustrate” the grace of God?
• “I do not frustrate the grace of God…” better, “set aside
the grace of God.”
• “If righteousness come by the law, then Christ is dead in
vain …” Compelling men to return to the Law of Moses was
tantamount to setting aside grace. Why? If the Law was
necessary for justification, the death of Christ was not.
Jesus was dead in vain.

Today’s Take Aways
1. If your brother sins rebuke him.
2. There is no virtue in being a lawmaker rather than
a lawbreaker.
3. Unity in error is never preferable to division on
account of truth.
4. The faith presents the grounds of our justification,
belief is the condition upon which it is granted.
5. Christ lives in each of us to the extent we are
walking by the faith of Christ.
6. The grace of God is frustrated whenever we turn to
a system of justification other than belief in the
faith of Christ.

Galatians 3:1–14

Galatians 3:1–14
1. How did someone “bewitch” or cast a spell upon
the Galatians? (3:1) Who did this?
• “O foolish Galatians, who hath bewitched you…” Paul’s
question is rhetorical, he refers to the sect of the
Circumcision (Acts 15:5; Galatians 2:12; Philippians 3:2;
Titus 1:10).
• “… bewitched you, that ye should not obey the truth…”
The Judaizer’s put the Galatians under a spell through:
[1] false claims (1:1; 3:5), [2] intimidation (2:3, 12; 6:12),
[3] deceit (2:4), [4] flattery (4:17), [5] misrepresentation
(5:13); [6] strife (5:15; 6:9); [7] boasting (6:3, 13).

Galatians 3:1–14
2. How had Christ been “evidently set forth as
crucified among you”?
• “Before whose eyes …” the eyes of the mind (cf. Acts
26:18; Ephesians 1:18; 1 John 2:11). Paul is referring to his
preaching of the Gospel (1 Corinthians 2:1–2). He taught
them Jesus was crucified, but his view is upon purpose &
effect of that death (Galatians 1:4; 2:20; 3:15–22; 6:14).
• “Jesus Christ hath been evidently set forth…” with respect
to the context, the preaching of the Gospel was so clear,
so vivid, so thoroughly done as to cause us to wonder how
it is possible that you could not know Christ died for you.

Galatians 3:1–14
3. How did these brethren “receive” the Spirit?
• “Received ye the Spirit…” To receive the Spirit is to be
endowed with miraculous gifts of the Holy Spirit (John
7:29; 20:22; Acts 2:33, 38; 8:15, 17, 19; 10:17; 19:2; Mark
16:17–20; Hebrews 2:1–4). Their reception of the Spirit
came after their belief of the Gospel (cf. Acts 8:16).
• “…by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith?”
Paul challenges them to consider the divine authority, if
any, attendant with this persuasion to which some now
held. Paul wants to know which “gospel” came with the
divine, heaven sent proof of the Holy Spirit (1 Peter 1:12;
Acts 2:4; 11:17; 15:7–9).

Galatians 3:1–14
4. Who had worked miracles among the Galatians?
• “He therefore that ministereth to you the Spirit…” The
word “ministereth” means “to furnish, or fully supply” a
thing. Paul had fully supplied them with the Holy Spirit (cf.
1 Corinthians 14:7–9; 2 Corinthians 12;11–13).
• “And worketh miracles among you…” Paul had worked
miracles among them on the first journey: [1] Signs and
wonders in Iconium (Acts 14:3); [2] Healed a cripple at
Lystra (Acts 14:8–10); [3] Paul raised from the dead in
Lystra after being stoned (Acts 14:19). Paul visited these
churches at least three times (Acts 13–14; Acts 16:1–6;
Acts 18:23).

Galatians 3:1–14
5. Who are the true children of Abraham?
• “Know ye therefore that they which are of faith, the same
are the children of Abraham…” Abraham is the Archetype
of justification by grace through faith. His relationship to
Jehovah as the “friend of God” devastates the position of
the Circumcision.
• “So then they which be of faith are blessed with faithful
Abraham…” Paul affirms if any one is justified it is on the
same grounds and conditions as Abraham was justified:
[1] Abraham was justified without the Law (3:17–18); [2]
Abraham was justified apart from circumcision (3:6; cf.
Romans 4:10); [3] Abraham was justified by faith (3:6).

Galatians 3:1–14
6. What is the curse mentioned in Galatians 3:10?
• “For as many as are of the works of the law are under the
curse…” It is the curse, the condemnation and attendant
punishment, that befalls those who violate the law
(Deuteronomy 27:26; 28:15; Jeremiah 11:3; Nehemiah
9:29). Not just the curses which befell Israel, but the
ultimate curse of separation from God (cf. Genesis 2:17;
Isaiah 59:2; Ezekiel 18:1 ff.).

Galatians 3:1–14
7. Why is it impossible to be justified by the Law?
• “Cursed is everyone that continueth not in all things which
are written in the book of the law to do them…” It is not
the function of the Law to justify or acquit sinners. Law
demands compliance; it condemns transgression.
• “No man is justified by the law in the sight of God…” This
is the case because all men are guilty of sin. Paul had
established this in Peter (Galatians 2:15–16; Romans
3:23). It is really not a point at issue, rather it is a reality
that these Jews are not properly considering.
• “The law is not of faith…” It is performance or damnation.

Galatians 3:1–14
8. Where else do we read “the just shall live by faith?
• Romans 1:17
• Romans 4:3, 22–23
• Galatians 3:6, 11
• James 2:23
• Hebrews 10:38
• Habakkuk 2:4
• Gen 15:6

Galatians 3:1–14
9. How did Christ become a curse for us?
• “Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law…”
Clearly Paul understands that we are the ones deserving
the curse of the Law: “cursed is everyone…”
• “Christ…being made a curse for us.” Jesus dying on the
cross of Calvary was the redemption (Galatians 4:5) or
ransom paid for our deliverance (Matthew 20:28). This is
propitiation (Romans 3:25; 1 John 2:2; 4:10).
• “Cursed is everyone that hangeth on a tree …” Jesus did
not receive what we deserve (Romans 6:23), but He did
not deserve what He received (1 Peter 3:18).

Galatians 3:1–14
10. What is the “blessing of Abraham” in 3:14?
• “That the blessing of Abraham might come…” Paul is
referring to the Genesis 12 and Genesis 15 “blessing”
which Peter affirmed was the forgiveness of sins in Acts
3:26. This blessing could not come without the death of
Jesus.
• “On the Gentiles through Jesus Christ.” Abraham and his
seed would bless “the nations” or Gentiles. That blessing
is through Jesus, not the Law.
• “That we might receive the promise of the Spirit through
faith.” Not a promise the Spirit made, but the Spirit as
promised (CONTEXT).

Today’s Take Aways
1. Satan can cast a spell over the disciples through
the appeal of false doctrine. Know the truth!
2. We must recognize the source, the authority and
the power of the Gospel in order to resist error.
3. Abraham is the archetype of justification by grace
through faith.
4. Law cannot justify the sinner; it only condemns.
5. Righteousness is reckoned when sin is forgiven.
6. Christ became a curse when he offered Himself as
a propitiation and ransom for our sins.

Galatians 3:15–25

Galatians 3:15–25
1. How do men confirm a covenant?
• “I speak after the manner of men; Though it be but a
man's covenant, yet if it be confirmed, no man
disannulleth, or addeth thereto.” Contracts are confirmed
by an oath or a promise (Hebrews 6:16). Once a contract
has been confirmed; it cannot be changed. This is the
principle of INVIOLABILITY.
• “Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises made.”
Paul refers to the promises made to Abraham (Genesis
12:2–3, 7; 15:4–6; 17:7–8; 22:17–18).

Galatians 3:15–25
2. What three great promises did God make to
Abraham (Genesis 12:3)?
• “Unto thy seed have I given this land, from the river of
Egypt unto the great river, the river Euphrates.” This
describes the boundaries of Canaan from south to north
(Genesis 15:18–21; 1 Kings 4:21).
• “I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee,
and make thy name great.” The fact that 75 Hebrews grew
in two centuries to a nation of 2 million is amazing
(Genesis 12:3; Deuteronomy 26:5; 1 Kings 3:8).
• “In thee shall all families of the earth be blessed.” This is
the promise of Christ which Paul will demonstrate next
(Genesis 12:3; Acts 3:23–26; Galatians 3:16).

Galatians 3:15–25
3. How did God confirm His covenant?
• “For when God made promise to Abraham, because he
could swear by no greater, he sware by himself” (Hebrews
6:13–18). Paul refers to these as two immutable things,
the oath and the promise.
• “Now a mediator is not a mediator of one, but God is one”
(Galatians 3:20). The covenant with Moses was a
unilateral covenant, a covenant of one (Genesis 15:10, 17;
Jeremiah 34:18–19).

Galatians 3:15–25
4. What did God give the Law of Moses? (3:19)
• “Wherefore then serveth the law?” The Law was made for
sinners (1 Timothy 1:9). It was given so that sin would
appear to be sin (Romans 3:20; 5:20; 7:8, 13).
• “It was added because of transgressions.” The was for
sinners, given to sinners, that they might know the were
sinners in need of redemption (Hebrews 10:1–4).
• “Till the seed should come to whom the promise was
made; and it was ordained by angels in the hand of a
mediator.” Paul makes the case that the Law was never of
the character of the “promise”. The promise was
inviolable; the promise was confirmed, the promise must
be fulfilled. The Law came in beside on account of the
effect of sin. It was temporary (Jeremiah 31:31).

Galatians 3:15–25
5. Does Paul indicate when the Law would end?
• “Wherefore then serveth the law? It was added because
of transgressions, till the seed should come to whom the
promise was made.” Till the seed, Christ, came is the time
limit specified. The temporary nature of the Law is a
central theme of the OT prophets (Jeremiah 31:31;
Ezekiel 16:60–63; Isaiah 56:1–8; Psalms 110; Daniel 9:27).
• “Till the seed should come…” or, “to thy seed which is
Christ…” The promise was not made to the nation of Israel
as the blessing, but to Jesus as the blessing (Isaiah 53).
• “To whom the promise was made…” The promise was
given to Abraham (Genesis 12:1–3). However, the object
of the promise was Jesus (Galatians 3:17). The inheritance
is the forgiveness (Acts 3:26).

Galatians 3:15–25
6. Who was the mediator of the first covenant? The
second covenant?
• “[The Law] was ordained by angels in the hand of a
mediator.” Moses received the Law originally written by
the finger of God and given to Moses through the angels
(Deuteronomy 5:22–23; 33:2; Acts 7:38, 53; Hebrews 2:2).
• “Till the seed should come…” Christ is the mediator of the
New Covenant; however, that is not the point of
mentioning Moses (cf. 1 Timothy 2:5; Psalms 106:23). The
point being that there was no mediator with respect to
the covenant of Abraham; that covenant was a unilateral
and unconditional covenant that depended upon only the
faithfulness of God (Galatians 3:20).

Galatians 3:15–25
7. Who is the “we” in Galatians 3:23?
• “But before faith came, we were kept under the law, shut
up unto the faith which should afterwards be revealed.”
The contrast is between the two systems of justification:
the Law and the Faith, or the Gospel. The latter revealed
through the Apostles with the Holy Spirit sent down from
Heaven.
• “We…” Who is this? It is the “all” of verse 22 (both
grammatically and logically). This is consistent with Paul’s
statement in Romans 3:23. Moreso, it is the point of the
context, “there is neither Jew nor Greek.” The end of the
Law was Christ (Galatians 3:24; Romans 10:4).

Galatians 3:15–25
8. Describe the duties of a “guardian” or
“schoolmaster”? Is the law a schoolmaster today?
• “Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us
unto Christ.” In the context Paul was speaking to Jews and
Gentiles seeking to pervert the purpose of the Law. He is
describing its “function” in God’s plan. In this sense the
Law remains a schoolmaster, it retains its function. Its
purpose being fulfilled (Matthew 5:18).
• “Was…” However, the unique relation that both Jews and
Gentiles sustained to the Law in the first century, cannot
be duplicated now. This does not mean that the Law of
Moses is not important of should not be studied. On the
contrary, we need to understand it properly.

Galatians 3:15–25
9. How are we justified by faith?
• “That we might be justified by faith.” The contrast is
between two systems (vv. 22, 23), the Law and the Faith.
Under the Law justification was only possible through
sinlessness. However, the prophets spoke of justification
by faith (Genesis 15:6; Habakkuk 2:4). These OT worthies
were justified by faith in a coming Redeemer (cf. Hebrews
11), the Messiah, Jesus (John 8:56; Galatians 3:8). It was
this promised Redeemer in whom Abraham and all who
are His children believed. We are all justified by faith in
Christ, belief in Him as the Saviour and Sovereign.

The “430 Years After” in Galatians 3:17

EXODUS
Exodus 7:7; Genesis 15:16

PHAROAH
Exodus 1:8; Galatians 3:17

JOSEPH
Genesis 41:46; 45:6; 50:26

INTO EGYPT
Genesis 47:9

JACOB
Genesis 25:26

ISAAC
Genesis 21:5

ABRAHAM
Genesis 12:1‐4

430
Isaac at age five (Genesis 21:8‐10; Acts 7:6)

400
Time of
Affliction:

350
286
215
85
25
Actual Time
Elapsed:

80
64
71
130
60
100
75

Today’s Take Aways
1. The spiritual descendants of Abraham are the
heirs, not the physical descendants.
2. The Law of Moses was temporary, for Israel, with a
specific purpose which aided in the fulfillment of
the Abrahamic promise (cf. Romans 9:6–8).
3. Jesus of Nazareth is the ultimate fulfillment of the
promise made to Abraham.
4. The promise was made without a mediator, both
the Law and the Gospel have a mediator.
5. The Law is a a guardian who function was to point
me to Jesus and the need for grace through faith.

Galatians 3:26–4:7

Galatians 3:26–4:7
1. How were we made “children of God”?
• “For ye are all the children of God.…” We are “children” or
“sons” of God (John 1:12; Romans 8:14–16; Galatians 4:5; 1
John 3:1–2). There are two figures at work concerning sonship.
One the New Birth (John 3:1–8), the other Adoption (Ephesians
1:5). In either, we are granted the eternal inheritance (1 Peter
1:3–5, 21–23; Ephesians 1:11).
• “by faith in Christ Jesus…” Christ is the means of our adoption,
belief of the Gospel is the condition upon which it occurs.
• “For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put
on Christ.” Baptism into Christ manifests the belief for which
God is looking (Genesis 15:6; Hebrews 11:8) and upon which He
reckons righteousness (Colossians 2:10–14).

Galatians 3:26–4:7
2. How had the Galatians “put on Christ”?
• “For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ
have put on Christ,” enduo, “to dress” or “to clothe
someone” (either oneself or to be clothed upon). The
baptized believer is clothed with Christ, he comes into
fellowship with God and inherits the promise to Abraham
(3:29), adoption as a son (4:5; cf. Romans 8:15).
• “Into Christ…” that is, into the benefits and blessings of
Christ: his death (Romans 6:3–4), forgiveness (Colossians
2:11–12), salvation (1 Peter 3:21), the name of the Father,
the Son & the Holy Spirit (Matthew 28:19), the one body
(1 Corinthians 12:13).

Galatians 3:26–4:7
3. What is the significance of “there is neither Jew
nor Greek…for ye are all one in Christ Jesus.”
• “There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor
free, there is neither male nor female…” Keep before your
mind Paul’s fundamental argument from the beginning of
the letter: “God accepteth no man’s person” (Galatians
2:6; cf. Romans 2:11).
• “There is neither male nor female…” Paul is not setting
aside racial or cultural realities (1 Corinthians 7:18),
gender roles (1 Timothy 3:1), or societal and economic
norms (1 Corinthians 7:20–24). Rather, he is affirming
“there is no difference” respecting salvation by faith (Acts
15:19; Romans 3:22; 10:12; Ephesians 6:9; Colossians
3:25; 1 Peter 1:17).

Galatians 3:26–4:7
4. Unto what are Christians heirs?
• “And if ye be Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed, and
heirs...” Christ is the seed of Abraham to whom the
promise was made (v. 16) and all believers belong to Christ
(v. 22, 29). Thus, all who belong to Christ inherit with from
Abraham (Galatians 3:14). The seed was called in Isaac,
and that seed is Christ, through Him all nations would be
blessed (Genesis 12:3; 22:18).
• “According to the promise…” The promise in this context is
the “blessing” of the Abrahamic covenant (I do not equate
this promise (cf. 3:14) with “receiving the Spirit” in v. 2).

Galatians 3:26–4:7
5. What are “the elements of the world” to which
Paul says he was in bondage?
• “Even so we, when we were children...” Prior to having
believed Paul was a “child” under the “tutor”, but once he
came to “the faith” he was regarded as having reach
majority and set free (1 Corinthians 13:11). The illustration
bears out the impropriety of continuing under the tutor.
• “Were in bondage under the elements of the world…” You
must follow the figure from verses 1 & 2 and, previously,
in 3:24. In the figure Paul has in view the Law of Moses.
He had said in 2:4 that the Circumcision sought to bring
him and all believers into bondage (cf. 4:9; 5:1; Colossians
2:8, 20). The Law once faith came necessarily had to come
to an end (see: Colossians 2:16, 20–23).

Galatians 3:26–4:7
6. To when does “the fulness of time” refer?
• “But when the fulness of the time was come...” Fulness
signifies that which is “complete” or “replete”, thus it is
full and can hold no more. Simply, when Christ came it
was the right time from God’s perspective. The
transcendent God who lives outside of time, but is in
control of time, knows when the exactly right moment in
history to act to accomplish His eternal purpose
(Ephesians 3:1–11).
• “God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under
the law…” This is the Scripture proof that God had a plan
and purpose regarding Christ and man’s redemption from
before the foundation of the world (Matthew 13:35; Mark
1:15; 25:34; John 17:24; Ephesians 1:4; 1 Peter 1:23).

Galatians 3:26–4:7
7. How was Paul “adopted”?
• “To redeem them that were under the law...” Fulness signifies
that which is “complete” or “replete”, thus it is full and can hold
no more. Simply, when Christ came it was the right time from
God’s perspective. The transcendent God who lives outside of
time, but is in control of time, knows when the exactly right
moment in history to act to accomplish His eternal purpose
(Ephesians 3:1–11).
• “That we might receive the adoption of sons…” The figure of
adoption is a strong one in the argument against circumcision.
The Jew already regarded himself a child of God and the seed
of Abraham by birth. However, Paul, by including himself,
demonstrates that the Jews were as much in need of adoption
as the Gentiles (Deuteronomy 7:6; 32:6; Hosea 11:1; cf.
Ephesians 2:12).

Galatians 3:26–4:7
8. How does God send the “spirit of His Son into our
hearts”?
• “And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of
his Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father...” Is “spirit
of His Son” the person or an attitude? Consider the
context. Consider cause and effect: “because you are
sons.” Not the Holy Spirit but the spirit of sonship
(Romans 8:15; Ephesians 1:5–6). Redeemed in Christ we
are adopted and cry: “Father, Father.”
• “Wherefore thou art no more a servant, but a son; and if a
son, then an heir of God through Christ…” Complete the
figure of the context. When we believe on Christ we are
released from the tutor, we are given majority and treated
as sons, not servants.

Today’s Take Aways
1. Children of God are not born but “born again.”
2. The heirs of Abraham are not circumcised in the
flesh but in the heart (Colossians 2:11–12; Romans
2:28–29; Galatians 3:26–27).
3. There is no respect of persons with God, all who
believe on Jesus will be saved (Romans 2:11; Acts
10:34–35, 43; Galatians 3:28).
4. It is the spirit of adoption and not the person of
the Holy Spirit which is sent into the heart of the
believer (Galatians 4:6; Romans 8:15).
5. Those that remain under or return to the Law are
slaves and not sons of God (Galatians 4:1–7).

Galatians 4:8–20

Galatians 4:8–20
1. How would one do “service unto them which by nature
are no gods”?
• “Howbeit when ye knew not God.…” Paul obviously has the
Gentiles in view as he is developing his figure. These are the
Gentiles who had obeyed the Gospel in Galatians 3:26 (cf. Acts
13:42, 48; 14:1–3, 19–22). They had not known God while
ignorant of Him (cf. Ephesians 2:11–13).
• “Which by nature are no gods…” Paul makes the same
argument of the OT prophets against the gods of the nations
(cf. Acts 17:23–28; Isaiah 44:9–20; 45:20; Jeremiah 10:2–5, 14).
• “Ye did service to them...” In their ignorance and hardness of
heart they worshipped these images and yielded to the
depraved ideas they represented.

Galatians 4:8–20
2. What are the “weak and beggarly elements” of the
world? (cf. Galatians 4:3, Colossians 2:20)
• “But now, after that ye have known God, or rather are known of
God.…” To be known of God is to be saved from past sin, to be
in Christ (Galatians 3:26–29). It is to love God (1 Corinthians
8:3). It is to be obedient (Titus 1:14–16; cf. Matthew 7:21–23;
Luke 6:46). It is to glorify God and be thankful to Him (Romans
1:28). Those who are known of God hear His voice and follow
Him (John 10:14–27).
• “How turn ye again to the weak and beggarly elements …” Paul
continues to marvel (Galatians 1:6) that having believed the
Gospel they would turn to Judaism which was wholly
ineffectual respecting the forgiveness of sin (Romans 7:22–24).
• “whereunto ye desire again to be in bondage...” Paul is
speaking with respect to the effects, they were returned to
bondage in sin (cf. Galatians 5:1).

Galatians 4:8–20
3. What are the “days, and months, and times, and
years” mentioned in Galatians 4:10?
• “Ye observe days, and months, and times, and years…”
These are the special days imposed by the Hebrew
religious calendar (1 Chronicles 23:31; Nehemiah 10:33;
cf. Colossians 2:16; Romans 14:5).
It seems that the sabbath and “unclean” foods were the
chief issues disturbing first century Christians (cf.
Colossians 2:20–23). Paul declared these things were
matters of conscience and liberty (1 Corinthians 6, 8, 10;
Romans 14). They were never required of the Gentiles,
and the Gospel did not impose these things on Gentile
converts (Acts 15).

Galatians 4:8–20
4. List the different Sabbaths found in Leviticus 23–25.
• Weekly (Leviticus 23:3)
• First day of Unleavened Bread (23:6)
• Seventh day of Unleavened Bread (23:8)
• Sabbath of the Passover Week (23:9–11)
• Seven Sabbaths until Passover (23:15–22)
• Feast of Trumpets (23:23–25)
• Day of Atonement (23:26–31)
• First Day of Tabernacles (23:33–39)
• The Seventh Year (25:1–7)
• The Jubilee Year (25:8–17)

Galatians 4:8–20
5. What was Paul’s infirmity in Galatians 4:13?
• “Ye know how through infirmity of the flesh …” If you
know tell me. (See: 2 Corinthians 11:23–28)
• “I preached the gospel unto you at the first…” Paul is
referring to his arrival in Galatia on the first preaching tour
(Acts 13–14).

Galatians 4:8–20
BONUS: What does Paul mean when he urges them to
“Be as I am; for I am as ye are”?
• “Be as I am…” remember the context, Paul is talking about
their blessed liberty. He had been a Jew and was freed
from the Law through faith in Christ (Romans 7:1–6). He
being a Jew had not compelled them to become Jews.
Paul affirms their equality (cf. 3:28); their mutual freedom
from the Law, and their common faith in Christ.
• “For I am as ye are…” The NKJV says, “become like me, for
I became like you,” (cf. 1 Corinthians 9:19–21). They are
free, they have liberty, and both stand before their Lord
(Romans 14:4–13).

Galatians 4:8–20
6. Why did some regard Paul an enemy?
• “Ye have not injured me at all…” Paul lauds the hospitality
and kindness which he received from the Galatians (4:13–
14a). There is nothing that would justify any conclusion
that Paul felt any enmity toward the Galatians.
• “Where is the blessedness ye spake of…” The Galatians
had accepted Paul as a Messenger of God (cf. 3:5). They
were exceeding happy that God sent him to them.
• “Am I therefore become your enemy, because I tell you
the truth...” Consider the irony of the question. Paul was
not telling them anything different than he had told them
on the first trip (Acts 13:38–39).

Galatians 4:8–20
BONUS: What does Paul mean by “zealously affect”?
• “They zealously affect you…” NKJV says, “They zealously
court you…” which I believe is the sense. The party spirit
was at work among the Galatians (Galatians 5:20; Romans
10:2; cf. Matthew 23:15; Acts 15:5) .
• “But not well; yea, they would exclude you …” The effect
of the affect was that the Judaizers were separating
brethren into parties in order to enhance their own party.
• “That ye might affect them…” The desired result was that
by excluding the Galatians from one another they might
include them in their own party. This is the seed from
which denominationalism sprouts and grows.

Galatians 4:8–20
7. How is Christ formed in you?
• “My little children, of whom I travail in birth again…” Paul
says he will “travail,” struggle in childbirth, again (cf.
Galatians 4:27; Revelation 12:2). The metaphor is
reminiscent of 1 Corinthians 3:1 and 1 Thessalonians 2:7.
As God cared for Israel as an infant (Deuteronomy 1;31;
Acts 13:18). So Paul sought to birth them in the image of
Christ.
• “Until Christ be formed in you…” This formation of Christ
was directly related to the Gospel of Christ (1 Corinthians
4:15; Philemon 10; James 1:18). The Galatians were being
removed from Christ and need to be restored.

Galatians 4:8–20
8. Why did Paul stand in doubt of these brethren?
• “I desire to be present with you now, and to change my
voice…” Paul understood that his tone was harsh, perhaps
more so because of his absence. (Matthew 18:15–17)
• “For I stand in doubt of you…” However, their behavior
was the basis for his tough love and correction. He was at
a complete loss to justify, let alone explain their choice of
the Law above the Gospel (1:6; 3:1; 4:9, 15).

Today’s Take Aways
1. Paganism is no worse than corrupted religion.
2. There is a sense in which our labor is vain, when
those upon whom it is bestowed fall away.
3. In Christ we are equal and free through our
common faith.
4. The point is not Paul’s infirmity, but his love for the
Galatian churches.
5. Some folks want you until you tell them the truth.
6. Some folks want you so they can use you.
7. Some folks want you to help you and love you.

Galatians 4:21–31

Galatians 4:21–31
1. Connect an item on the left to one with which it
corresponds on the right.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Mt. Zion
Mt. Sinai
Law from Sinai
Sarah
Hagar
Ishmael
Isaac
Law from Jerusalem

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

10 Commandments
Jerusalem above
New Covenant
In Arabia
Son of Promise
Freewoman
Son of Handmaid
Handmaid

Two Mountains Two Laws
Hagar, the Bondwoman

(Sarah), the Freewoman

Ishmael born after the flesh

Isaac born after the Spirit

Old Covenant

New Covenant

Sinai in Arabia

Jerusalem which is above

Sons of the bondwoman

Children of promise

Bondage

Freedom

Persecutes

Persecuted

Cast out

Heir by faith

Galatians 4:21–31
2. Explain Galatians 4:27?
• “For it is written…” This is a quotation from Isaiah 54:1. In
the context Israel is pictured as being married and having
children in the land prior to the captivity. However, in the
captivity they were represented as “childless” or barren.
The Messianic Promise presents the “barren” remnant as
having more children than the “married”.
• “Thy seed shall inherit the Gentiles…” The promise is not
realized in a physical Israel that returns but the “heavenly
Jerusalem” which is the church of Christ (Isaiah 54:2–10).
This “woman” represents all those Jews who believed on
the Messiah (Acts 2:21; Romans 5:5; 9:33; 10:11, 13, 21).

Galatians 4:21–31
3. BONUS: What does it mean to say that Ishmael
was “born after the flesh”? Wasn’t Isaac conceived
according to the flesh?
• “After the flesh…” does not refer to natural conception
(Romans 4:13–21). Ishmael was conceived according to a
human plan that trusted in the power of the flesh
(Genesis 16:1–6).
• “Isaac…was born after the Spirit…” that is, he was born
according to the Spirit’s teaching and through belief of His
promise. Isaac was a child produced by faith. He was
promised of God and could only be received through faith
(Genesis 15:6).

Galatians 4:21–31
4. BONUS: What is the “Jerusalem which is above”
and how is it that she is “the mother of us all”?
• “Jerusalem which is above…” corresponds to Paul’s
“heavenly places” (Ephesians 1:3, 20; 2:6; 3:10), it is the
church, those in Christ, the spiritual relationship.
• “Mother of us all…” combines several figures, that of the
“new birth” and the “bride of Christ”. We do not want to
make too much of the figure other than to convey the
idea that only those who are of faith are the sons of God.
• “The son of the bondwoman shall not be the heir…” These
are the unbelieving Jews and apostates who return to the
Law of Moses (Galatians 5:4).

Galatians 4:21–31
5. Whose children are we, that is, we who are
believers and Christians?
• “So then brethren…” Paul is addressing the Galatians,
both Jews and Gentiles that have believed. He does not
include any Jews that have not believed, or any that
refuse to reject the doctrine of the Circumcision (4:9; 5:6).
• “We are not children of the bondwoman…” The believing
Jew did not make his appeal to God in the flesh, and
neither did the Gentile (2:16–18).
• “But of the free…” Our mother is the “freewoman,” that
is, we are justified by grace through faith which brings us
into the New Covenant, the church of Christ.

Galatians 4:21–31
6. How are we “born after the Spirit”?
• “Now we, as Isaac was, are the children of the promise…”
Isaac was born through the obedience of faith (Genesis
15–18; Romans 4:11–25). The child that God promised did
not come through the power of the flesh (Genesis 21:12;
Romans 9:7; Hebrews 11:18).
• “Him that was born after the Spirit…” Isaac was not
conceived until Abraham and Sarah quit relying upon
themselves and their plans (Genesis 18). Isaac was born
when and how the Spirit had revealed.
• “We are…children…of the free…” Like Isaac we are born of
faith and not the flesh, we are of the Gospel and not the
works of the Law of Moses.

Today’s Take Aways
1. To be born after the Spirit is to be saved by faith in
the Gospel (Galatians 4:28–29).
2. Freedom, promise, Spirit, heirs all correspond to
the New Covenant.
3. Bondage, flesh, cast out all correspond to the Old
Covenant.
4. The Law revealed that it was a temporary addition
till Christ would come.
5. We are not children of the bondwomen but of the
free woman.

Opposite Sides of the Same Coin

Galatians 5:1–15

Galatians 5:1–15
1. From what has Christ set us free?
• “Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath
made us free.…” The death of Christ through belief of the
Gospel has delivered us from bondage to sin (Galatians
2:4; 4:9). In Christ, we are not dominated by sin as those
under the Law of Moses (Romans 8:15; cf. 7:6, 21–25).
The children of God have turned away from the Law to
Christ (2 Corinthians 3:17–18). They are walking by faith in
His death as the atonement for sin; we are following Him
and seeking to be conformed to His image through grace
(Galatians 4:20; Romans 8:29–31; Colossians 3:9–10;
James 1:21–25; 2 Corinthians 4:4–7).

Galatians 5:1–15
1. From what has Christ set us free?
• “And be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage…”
The Judaizer was “entangling” believing Jews and Gentiles
in the “yoke” which resulted in bondage (Acts 15:10; cf.
Matthew 11:28–30). The Jew was taught that the Law was
incapable of delivering them from sin (Acts 13:38–41;
Romans 3:28; 7:24–25; Hebrews 7:19). That believing Jew
turned to Christ for what the Law could not do (Romans
8:3). To turn to the Law was to return to that which was
“weak and beggarly,” that which is strengthless leading to
spiritual pauperism and slavery (Galatians 4:9; Colossians
2:20; Hebrews 7:18).

Galatians 5:1–15
2. How were the Galatians being “entangled” again
with this “yoke”?
• “Behold, I Paul say unto you, that if ye be circumcised,
Christ shall profit you nothing. …” Paul is not referring to
the Jews circumcised, as was Paul, prior to conversion
(Philippians 3:4–5). Rather, he is referring to believing
Gentiles who accepted circumcision and the Law as
necessary to justification in addition to Christ (Acts 15:1,
5; Galatians 2:3–4). Such an acted repudiated Christ
(Galatians 5:6; 6:15 1 Corinthians 7:18–19).
• “Every man that is circumcised, that he is a debtor to do
the whole law…” Turning from Christ to the Law reinstated
the requirement of the Law (Galatians 2:21; 3:10–11; 5:4).

Galatians 5:1–15
3. What are the consequences of circumcision as
required by the Judaizers (cf. Acts 15:1, 5)?
• “Christ shall profit you nothing…” Justification by Law is
not compatible with justification by grace through faith in
Christ. They are mutually exclusive (Galatians 4:30–31; cf.
Romans 11:6; 6:14).
• “He is a debtor to do the whole law…” Rejecting Christ or
declaring His sacrifice insufficient by submitting to
circumcision, places one under the demands of the Law
(Galatians 5:4, 6; Colossians 1:9; 2:9–10). Now,
justification requires absolute sinlessness by our own
righteousness (Galatians 3:10; Philippians 3:9–10).

Galatians 5:1–15
3. What are the consequences of circumcision as
required by the Judaizers (cf. Acts 15:1, 5)?
• “Christ is become of no effect unto you...” The death of
Jesus is meaningless and ineffectual, if one must become
or remain a Jew respecting justification. Christ is enough,
or He isn’t.
• “Ye are fallen from grace…” lit. driven out of the way of
grace. This is apostasy. They once were in the path of
grace and “running well;” but, now, they are beaten back
(cf. 1 Thessalonians 2:18).
• “Ye should not obey the truth…” that is, unbelief which is
disobedience (John 13:36; Galatians 3:1; Hebrews 4:6, 11).

Galatians 5:1–15
4. What is the “hope of righteousness”?
• “For we through the Spirit...” Throughout Galatians Paul
uses “through the Spirit” or “by the Spirit” to refer to the
effect of the Gospel upon the believer (Galatians 3:2–5;
4:29; 5:5, 16, 18, 22–23, 25; 6:1, 8).
• “Wait for the hope of righteousness…” Paul does not
imply doubt about their being righteous. Rather, it is a
hope the Christian possesses as a result of righteousness.
To “wait” is to “expect fully” (Acts 15:10–11).
• “Righteousness by faith…” better: justification by faith,
that is, the Galatians had hope on account of their
justification by grace through faith in Christ.

Galatians 5:1–15
5. How does Faith “work by love”?
• “For in Jesus Christ neither circumcision availeth any
thing, nor uncircumcision...” What avails, has force, is able
to save in Christ (remember the context: profit, debtor,
justified, hope). Not the flesh, not circumcision or
uncircumcision, not the works of the Law of Moses.
• “Not…but…” Not that, but this, faith working through love
avails in Christ Jesus.
• “Faith which worketh by love…” The faith that avails is the
faith that works, obeys the truth. If we love Christ, we
keep His commandments (John 14:15; James 2:18–26).

Galatians 5:1–15
6. To what does Paul attribute the power of leaven?
• “A little leaven leaveneth the whole lump...” a figure for
influence, good or bad, throughout the NT (Matthew
13:33; 16:6–12; Mark 8:15; Luke 12:1; 13:21; 1 Corinthians
5:6–9).
• “This persuasion cometh not of him that calleth you…He
that troubleth you…” The doctrine which is influencing the
Galatians has as its source the sect of the Circumcision
(Acts 15:5, 24; Philippians 3:2; Galatians 1:6; 2:4; 5:2; Titus
1:10–11). Paul repeatedly denies this teaching is from God
warning that it can do nothing but remove them from the
grace of Christ (Galatians 4:10; cf. 1:5–9).

Galatians 5:1–15
BONUS: What was the offence of the cross?
• “And I, brethren, if I yet preach circumcision...” This was a
false charge made against Paul; perhaps intended to
misrepresent his actions regarding Timothy (Acts 16:1–4;
cf. Galatians 2:3).
• “Why do I yet suffer persecution?” This is Paul’s rebuttal,
basically, “If I agree with you why do you oppose me?”
• “Then is the offence of the cross ceased.” Now, he turns it
on them and frames the issue. The cross is an offence
because it rejects the flesh and the works of the Law as
the grounds of right standing with God (1 Corinthians
1:23; Galatians 4:29; 6:12, 17; cf. 4:17).

Galatians 5:1–15
7. How could one use “liberty for an occasion to the
flesh”?
• “Ye have been called unto liberty...” Paul in 5:13 recalls his
concluding admonition in 5:1. However, now his words
take the form of a warning against misunderstanding their
exalted condition. They were “free” to produce the fruit of
the Spirit (5:22), bit not free to sin (5:16–17).
• “Only use not liberty for an occasion to the flesh…”
Christians were set free from the “yoke of bondage” to sin
(Galatians 5:1; Acts 15:10; 13:38–39); however, they take
up the “yoke of Christ” (Matthew 11:28–30; Philippians
2:7–8; 1 John 2:6; 5:3).

Galatians 5:1–15
8. How is all the Law “fulfilled in one word”?
• “The law is fulfilled in one word, even in this...” Paul is not
reducing the Law into one single commandment but
rather into an overarching principle which underlies them
all. It is a principle already stated in 5:6 (Matthew 22:40).
• “Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself…” This is the
Golden Rule or Second Commandment (Matthew 7:12). It
is like the First because without it there is no practical
evidence of the former (1 John 3:14–24). The great test of
discipleship is whether or not we love one another (John
13:35; 1 John 4:20–21).

Galatians 5:1–15
9. How might Christians consume one another?
• “But if ye bite and devour one another...” Paul speaks
metaphorically of the wrangling that necessarily followed
the rise of the party spirit (Galatians 4:15–19). These sins
are associated with the works of the flesh (5:20–21).
• “Take heed that ye be not consumed one of another…” Of
course not literally, however, surely spiritually. How many
have perished through the centuries because brethren
could not act in love toward one another even in
controversy (Colossians 3:12–15; Titus 1:7–10; Ephesians
4:2–3, 32; 1 Peter 4:8; James 3:13–18).

Today’s Take Aways
1. We are free in Christ (Galatians 2:4; 5:1), but not
free to serve sin (Galatians 5:13; Romans 6:6).
2. Men have and do fall from grace (Galatians 5:4).
3. Troublers trouble, hinderers hinder, and
persuaders persuade, but you walk in the Spirit.
4. The faith that saves is the faith that works by love.
5. Some men preach what they do in order to escape
persecution for the cross.
6. Obedience saves, but we are not saved by
obedience (the difference between the grounds
and the conditions of salvation).

Galatians 5:16–26

Galatians 5:16–26
1. What does it mean to “walk in the Spirit”?
• “Walk…” PERIPATEO is never used by Paul literally. It is
always a figure for a manner of life (Romans 6:4; 8:1, 4;
Ephesians 2:10, 4:1, 17; 1 Corinthians 3:3).
• “In the Spirit…” Paul uses “in the Spirit” to signify the
direction of that manner of life. So, he describes it as
walking, desiring, being led, bearing fruit, lining up with.
This “walk in the Spirit” is faith working by love in service
to one another (5:5, 13)
• “And ye shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh…” Those
walking in the Spirit cannot fulfill the desires of the flesh
(5:13–17); this person is has crucified the flesh (5:26).

Galatians 5:16–26
2. Explain how and why “the flesh” is contrary to “the
Spirit”?
• “None otherwise minded…” in 5:10, signifies a heart waiting for
the hope of righteousness. Such an heart “loves his neighbor as
himself” (5:13–14). This is “the Spirit” that desires against or
contrary to “the flesh” (cf. Romans 8:5–7)
• “The flesh lusteth against the Spirit…” The carnal mind does
not and cannot submit to the law of God (Romans 8:7); it’s
desires are opposite to the desires of the heart walking after
the Spirit (5:16).
• “Ye cannot do the things that ye would…” Those walking in the
Spirit cannot fulfill the desires of the flesh (5:13–17); this
person is has crucified the flesh (5:26). [Romans 8:4–8]

Galatians 5:16–26
3. How are we “led by the Spirit”?
• We are not led:
• By direct revelation (Galatians 1:8–9; 2:6)
• By direct, bodily indwelling (Galatians 2:13–16)
• By direct, divine regeneration (Galatians 4:6, 9; 5:4)
• We are led:
• By the faith of Christ (Galatians 2:16)
• By the truth (Galatians 3:1–2)
• By the Word (Galatians 6:1, 6)

Galatians 5:16–26
3. How are we “led by the Spirit”?
• “But if ye be led of the Spirit…” We are led by the Spirit
when we are obeying the teaching of the Spirit (5:13–16).
These are the “spiritual” (6:1).
• “Ye are not under the Law…” Paul does not mean that the
Law of Moses was not from God (Romans 7:14–16).
Rather, he points up the dichotomy that exists between
the two opposing systems of justification. They are
irreconcilable (Romans 11:6; 4:4). The man who is after
the Spirit knows he cannot be justified bt the works of the
Law (Galatians 2:16).

Galatians 5:16–26
4. With which sins among the works of the flesh is
Paul most concerned in this context?
• “If ye bite and devour…” This is the wrangling, quarreling,
maneuvering and manipulation characteristic of partyism.
• “Let us not be desirous of vain glory, provoking one
another, envying one another” Vain glory is self–conceit
(Galatians 6:12–13; cf. 5:11). It is manifested in provoking
one another, challenging one another (Galatians 2:3, 12,
14; 5:12; 6:17), or envying one another, the jealousy of the
party spirit (Galatians 4:17–19).

Galatians 5:16–26
5. How does one produce the fruit of the Spirit?
• “Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the
flesh…if we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.”
We are led by the Spirit when we are obeying the teaching
of the Spirit (5:13–16). It is only then that we are “lined
up” or “in step” with the Spirit (5:25).
• “They that are Christ's have crucified the flesh with the
affections and lusts…” In 2:20, Paul says Christ lives in me
by the faith, by the Gospel. We crucified the old man with
his deeds (Colossians 3:9) putting off the former manner
of life (Ephesians 4:22) ceasing to serve sin (Romans 6:6).

Galatians 5:16–26
6. What does it mean to crucify the flesh?
• “They that are Christ's have crucified the flesh… Not a
physical crucifixion, though some have been crucified.
Paul calls it a crucifixion “with Christ”. This takes place in
water baptism (Romans 6:3–4; Colossians 2:11–13; 3:1). In
our conversion we are dead to the world and the world is
dead to us (Galatians 6:14). We no longer follow that mind
of rebellion against God (Romans 8:7).
• “With the affections and lusts…” That which dies in
conversion is the old man which was corrupted through
lust (Ephesians 4:22; 2 Peter 1:4). Having a new mind
which follows the Spirit we do only what He wills (5:17).

Galatians 5:16–26
7. What does it mean to “live in the Spirit” in 5:25?
• “If we live in the Spirit.…” There is no denying that we are
spiritually alive in Christ when the Holy Spirit dwells in us.
However, this is not a literal, personal, direct, bodily
indwelling. We live, when the old man dies, and the new
man rises by grace through faith in Christ (Romans 6:1–6).
• “Let us also walk in the Spirit…” Those that are alive
through the Spirit are known by their conduct (5:16–24).
They live unto God (2:19). They are dead to the world
(6:14). They have put to death the old man (5:24).

Galatians 5:16–26
8. What does it mean to “walk in the Spirit” in 5:25?
• “Walk in the Spirit,.…” in 5:16 is an imperative necessary
to avoid the lust of the flesh. As we observed it is a figure
commonly used by Paul to signify the Christian lifestyle. It
is in the Spirit and not in the flesh.
• “Let us also walk in the Spirit…” in 5:25 Paul switches
figures and has in view not so much the lifestyle, but the
discipline necessary to achieving the lifestyle. Paul says,
“Fall in!” We need to get in step with the Spirit, fall in rank
behind Him.

Today’s Take Aways
1. Living is walking, and walking is living (5:16, 25).
2. The flesh and the Spirit oppose one another, as
systems of justification.
3. We wait, walk, are led, bear fruit and live “in the
Spirit” when we “get in step with” (stoicheo) the
Spirit (5:25).
4. If you are walking after the Spirit you cannot do
the will of the flesh.
5. “And such like…” That list just got a lot longer.
6. What do you mean Christians can’t? “Against such
there is no law.” (5:23).

Galatians 6:1–10

Galatians 6:1–10
1. What does Paul mean by “overtaken in a fault”?
• “If a man be overtaken in a fault…” Even though Paul
speaks in generalities in this one verse, he has specified
many possible faults and intimated several specific ones:
biting, devouring, provocation, boasting, hatred, strife,
jealousy, anger, disputes, dissensions, factions and envy.
• “Ye which are spiritual…” The spiritual man is the man
“led of the Spirit” whose manner of life is “in step with the
Spirit” (5:18, 25). In this context he is the man who is loves
his neighbor and does not allow freedom in Christ to be
an occasion for sin (cf. Jude 4; Romans 13:8–14).

Galatians 6:1–10
2. Who is to restore an overtaken brother? Why?
• “Considering thyself…” Not out of selfishness, but out of
love (Matthew 7:12; Luke 6:31; 1 Timothy 1:5). The
spiritual man is not haughty; he knows that he could be
deceived and may have been (Titus 3:3). He knows that he
could stumble, and may have, often (1 Peter 3:8).
• “Lest thou also be tempted.…” If we expect mercy, we
should show mercy (Matthew 5:7; Luke 6:36). If we want
kindness, we must be kind (Ephesians 4:32). If we desire
to be admonished, we must be able to admonish (Romans
15:14; 2 Thessalonians 3:15). We are to serve one
another, love one another and bear one another’s
burdens.

Galatians 6:1–10
3. How are we to restore an overtaken brother?
• “Restore such an one…” To “restore” is literally to “equip,
frame, repair or adjust”. Used of mending nets (Matthew
4:21) or framing the universe (Hebrews 11:3). It takes on
ethical sense of completion or perfection (1 Thessalonians
3:10; Luke 6:40; 1 Peter 5:10).
• “In the spirit of meekness.…” The spiritual man is to
admonish and correct his stumbling brethren with
gentleness (1 Corinthians 4:21; 2 Corinthians 10:1;
Ephesians 4:2; Colossians 3:12; 2 Timothy 2:25). There
may well be a time for the “rod” (Titus 3:10) but first seek
to gain your brother (Matthew 18:15).

Galatians 6:1–10
4. How is it possible to deceive oneself?
• “For if a man think himself to be something, when he is
nothing…” Does Paul mean the spiritual man or the one
overtaken in the fault? It must be the latter. He has arrived
in his circumstance through pride (Luke 1:51; 1 Timothy
1:4, 7, 6:4; 1 Corinthians 8:2). The Judaizer was proud of
himself, his flesh and his heritage (2 Corinthians 11:16–22;
Philippians 3:4–6). However, all of these were nothing.
• “He deceiveth himself…” Self–delusion is a powerful thing.
It will cast aside reason and revelation in order to believe
a lie (2 Thessalonians 2:11; 1 Timothy 4:1–2). The heart
set on desire will have it (Galatians 5:16–17; 1 Corinthians
10:6; James 1:14–15; 2 Peter 2:10).

Galatians 6:1–10
5. How does one prove his own work?
• “But let every man prove his own work…” The works of
faith (Ephesians 2:8–10), not the works of our own
righteousness (Titus 3:5). Only these provide any ground
for rejoicing (Galatians 6:14; Philippians 3:7–8). These
works are “proven” when their character with respect to
salvation is demonstrated (Galatians 5:3–6, 10).
• “Then shall he have rejoicing in himself alone, and not in
another…” The Judaizer was relying upon and boasting in
the works of others (Galatians 6:12–14). However, all such
boasting was but to fail (Galatians 5:4, 6; 6:16). However,
the man whose deeds are in God has great joy (John 3:21).

Galatians 6:1–10
6. What is the difference between the burden of
verse 2 and that of verse 5?

Who Bears What Burden? (6:2, 5)
Shared with the
Spiritual Man

The Burden Bearer

Every Man Alone

Restoration

The Result of
Burden Bearing

Proof of the Character
of Our Works

The Law of Christ
Fulfilled Unto
Everlasting Life

The Consequences of
the Burden Born

The Fruit of the
Field Sown

Galatians 6:1–10
Bonus: How do we “communicate” with “him that
teacheth in all good things?
• “Let him that is taught in the word…” Contextually, the
one taught is the one overtaken in a fault (Galatians 6:1).
• “Communicate…” There are times “communicate”
signifies a monetary distribution (Romans 12:13;
Philippians 4:15). More often, it means to share in
another’s teaching or practice (Romans 15:27; I Timothy
5:22; 2 John 11). I just do not see money in this verse.
• “Unto him that teacheth in all good things…” Have
fellowship in the good things taught. Paul instructs the
brother who is overtaken in a fault to repent and “walk in
the Spirit.”

Galatians 6:1–10
7. How do men attempt to mock God?
• “Be not deceived; God is not mocked…” Do not think that
God will overlook sin (Proverbs 14:9; Psalms 94:7–9). This
was the consequence of their arrogant pride that their
circumcision, their descent, their covenant somehow
merited favor with God despite their arrogant rebellion
(Romans 2:1–11).
• “Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap…” The
inviolable Law of the Harvest: You reap when you sow, you
reap what you sow, and you reap more than you sow
(Genesis 1:11–12; Job 4:8; Psalms 126:5; Proverbs 22:8;
Ecclesiastes 11:4; Hosea 8:7; 10:12–13; Matthew 6:26; 2
Corinthians 9:6). Most sinners sow a bushel and pray for a
crop failure!

Galatians 6:1–10
8. What will prevent growing weary in well–doing?
• “And let us not be weary in well doing…” The well–doing
of the passage is the obedience of faith (Galatians 5:5–6).
Christians are called to serve one another by love (5:13–
14). However, opposition, criticism, wrangling, biting and
devouring wears us down and out (5:15).
• “For in due season we shall reap, if we faint not…”
However, if we focus on the goal (Philippians 3:8–15; cf.
Galatians 6:15–17), we are compelled to run (Hebrews
10:35–39; 12:1–15). We have sown unto the Spirit and of
the Spirit we will reap everlasting life (6:8).

Galatians 6:1–10
9. When will we reap this harvest?
• “For in due season we shall reap…” The sower must wait
for the harvest, the early and the latter rains, after which
God gives the increase (Genesis 8:22; Deuteronomy 11:14;
Jeremiah 14:22; 1 Corinthians 3:6; 2 Corinthians 3:5; Mark
4:26–29; Revelation 14:15).
• “If we faint not…” The harvest of eternal life is conditional
upon a walk in the Spirit (Galatians 5:5–6, 13–14, 25, 6:2,
10, 16). This is a walk in which the world the world is
crucified unto us, and we are crucified unto the world
because we have been crucified with Christ (2;20; 6:14).

Galatians 6:1–10
10. What is the “good” we are to do?
• “As we have therefore opportunity…” This is not a local church,
as a church, instruction. This is what the Spiritual Man is to do
whenever he has opportunity or occasion (same word as
“season” in v.9).
• “Let us do good unto all men…” The good of this passage may
be done to saint or sinner. It is the fulfilling of the Law of Christ
(Romans 13:8; Galatians 5:13–14).
• “Especially unto them who are of the household of faith…” We
love our enemies and our brethren (1 Peter 1:22–23; Matthew
5:43–45). We teach truth to our enemies and our brethren (2
Corinthians 4:2; Ephesians 4:15, 24–25). We pray for our
enemies and our brethren (Romans 12:14, 20).

Today’s Take Aways
1. Everyone is capable of being deceived and being
ensnared in damnable error.
2. I am my brother’s keeper.
3. Almost all sin in the end involves pride.
4. We have nothing to brag about before men or God.
5. Every tub sits on its own bottom.
6. The best thing you can do is obey the Gospel.
7. The rules of the harvest always apply.
8. Pay day is coming.

Galatians 6:11–18

Galatians 6:11–18
1. How did some “make a fair shew in the flesh”?
• “As many as desire to make a fair shew in the flesh…” that
is, the Judaizers, who evidently are seeking to appease
their party or, perhaps, the unbelieving Jews.
• “They constrain you to be circumcised…” Just as they had
tried with Titus (Acts 15:1–5; Galatians 2:4, 14), they
continued with the Galatians (5:1–4).
• “Lest they should suffer persecution for the cross of
Christ…” Paul identifies their motives. These Judaizers are
under pressure from unbelieving Jews in Judea and Asia
(Acts 6:9; 13:50; 14:19; 21:27). They want a compromise
in order to avoid persecution.

Galatians 6:11–18
2. What was the motive for preaching circumcision?
• “Lest they should suffer persecution for the cross of
Christ…” As noted, Paul identifies their motives. These
Judaizers are under pressure from unbelieving Jews in
Judea and Asia (Acts 6:9; 13:50; 14:19; 21:27). They want
a compromise in order to avoid persecution.
Paul identifies the “cross“ as the cause of this persecution.
It is so because the “cross” put an end to the Law and the
need for circumcision (Colossians 2:10–14). Paul
continued to preach justification by grace through faith
apart from the Law which is the offense of the cross for
which he was continually persecuted (5:11).

Galatians 6:11–18
3. How would the Judaizer “glory in your flesh”?
• “For neither they themselves who are circumcised keep
the law…” It is important to note the hypocrisy of the
Judaizer position (Acts 15:5). Paul charged they kept not
the Law (Galatians 3:10–12; 5:3; cf. Romans 2:23);
therefore, circumcision is all they can point to as essential
to salvation. However, that position is untenable.
• “But desire to have you circumcised, that they may glory
in your flesh…” These Judaizers were boasting to their
unbelieving kinsman that they were proselytizing the
Gentiles. Literally, boasting in the numbers of men they
had circumcised.

Galatians 6:11–18
4. In what did Paul “glory”?
• “God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our
Lord Jesus Christ…” The only thing in which Paul would
boast or glory is the cross or death of Jesus. Again, his
boasting is justified because he is not boasting in himself,
but the grace of Christ (Jude 25; 1 Corinthians 1:27–31;
2 Corinthians 10:17).

Galatians 6:11–18
5. How was Paul “crucified” to the world?
• “By whom the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the
world…” Through the cross of Christ we are dead to the
world and the world is dead to us (Romans 6:4–6; cf.
Ephesians 4:21–24; Colossians 3:1–11). We are no longer
following the deceitful lusts of the world (1 John 2:15–17)
but we are led by the Spirit (Galatians 5:13–14, 17;
Ephesians 4:22–23).
Paul was crucified with Christ (Galatians 2:20) when he
was baptized into Christ (Acts 22:16; Romans 6:3). When
he was raised to walk in newness of life Christ was living in
him.

Galatians 6:11–18
6. What avails in Christ?
• “For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision availeth any
thing, nor uncircumcision…” It doesn’t matter if you are a
Jew or a Gentile; there is no respect of persons with God
(Romans 2:11). Mutilating the flesh has no merit (Acts
15:24; 1 Corinthians 7:19; Galatians 5:6; Romans 3:1).
• “But a new creature…” What does matter is whether, or
not one is a baptized believer (2 Corinthians 5:17; John
3:5; 1 Peter 1:23; 3:21; Mark 16:16). Being “in Christ” is
what avails (Romans 6:3–5; Galatians 3:27).

Galatians 6:11–18
7. What is the rule of Galatians 6:16?
• “And as many as walk according to this rule…” The rule
that neither circumcision or uncircumcision avails, but
justification by grace through faith (Galatians 5:6; 6:15). To
“walk” is to obey the Gospel (Colossians 2:5–7).
• “Peace be on them, and mercy…” God’s grace and mercy
is upon those that walk according to this rule. Paul from
beginning to end of this epistle speaks to salvation.

Galatians 6:11–18
8. Who is the Israel of God?
• “The Israel of God…” This is the church of Christ (Galatians
3:7, 9, 29; Philippians 3:3; Romans 2:29; 4:12). God did not
cast away the nation Israel to be lost, but He has
determined that all that are His people are not of the
nation of Israel (Romans 9:1–6; Galatians 4:23). Those
who are the children of Abraham are those who are
walking in the steps of the faith of Abraham (Romans 4:12,
16; Galatians 3:26–27; John 8:39).

Galatians 6:11–18
9. What marks did Paul bear in his body?
• “From henceforth let no man trouble me…” Paul is done.
He has said all he intends to say regarding himself, his
apostleship and the misrepresentations of the Judaizers.
He has answered them thoroughly, completely and by
inspiration.
• “For I bear in my body the marks of the Lord Jesus…”
Paul refers to the actual scars that he has as a result
suffering and persecution (Galatians 5:11; 2 Corinthians
1:5; 11:23–25; Colossians 1:24).

Today’s Take Aways
1. There is no merit in my ancestry, my personal
righteousness, my life outside of Christ with
respect to my relationship with God.
2. Christ is the only means of salvation.
3. There are always hypocrites.
4. Justification by grace through faith in Christ is
the only way.
5. There comes a time when we have said enough.
6. Amen.

